The Indianapolis Radio Club comments on 20-270 


1. Amateur Radio did take over the amateur license testing in 1982 with volunteer 
program. 


The FCC was testing quarterly in Indianapolis or you could go to Chicago to take 
the test. 


With the VEC program there are more test opportunities and locations and this 
freed up FCC personal which had to the FCC save money. 


The Indianapolis Radio Club does have a VE (volunteer examiner) team and the 
club does pay the liability insurance required to use the building we use for 
testing. 


The club has test session once a month and VE team volunteers their time and 
coordinates the test sessions. 


We work with the ARRL VEC and send them the results from the test session which 
they verify and electrically input into the FCC data base base to issue a license. 


It works the same for a new license or upgrade, the work is being done by the 
VECs not the FCC. 


3. The ARRL VEC as well as the W5YI VEC also handle the issue of club licenses 
and this is entered into the FCC data base to issue a license. 


4. The ARRL allows members to renew their license or make modification for free 
and non-member s for a $15 fee using the NCVEC-605 at a VE test session which 
is also enter into the data base electronically. 


5. The ARRL VEC and other VECs issue and keep a list of the Special Event Calls. 
6. The NCVEC also handle generating and updating the the amateur radio exams. 
Amateur radio license testing and much of the license processing that 
was done by the FCC is now done by the VEC and this should be a be a 


cost saving. 


7. There will be a cost for the FCC involved with processing the application fee 
form 159 


8. Amateur Radio Enforcement -The ARRL working with retired FCC Special 
Counsel Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH has established the Volunteer Monitoring 
program. 


9. Applying for a vanity call does require some FCC special processing and a $50 
fee does sound reasonable. 


10. The FCC could save money by doing away with paper 605 applications and 
only allow on-line applications for the amateur radio service. 


11. The $50 application fee might discourage school kids and college students 
from getting a license (those under 26) and seniors living on a fixed income. 


